A HISTORY OF POLAND
more particularly the Margraves of the West, pretended
to the distinction of conquering the Slavs in order to
convert them. Not always, however, was the Cross
carried with die sword. German missionaries rarely
went among the Poles, and not one is mentioned as
having raised the Cross in Polish territory before die
baptism of the Polish princes. We arc told, it is true,
of the establishment of an archbishopric at Magdeburg,
and of bishoprics at Havclburg and Merseburg, but their
objects were political rather than religious, as may be
seen from the memoirs of Thietmar, bishop of the latter
town, and a contemporary of Mieszko and Boleslaw.
Thietmar's work is curiously foil for a Christian bishop
of complacent records of battles and bloodshed. It is
typical of the rude and rather reluctant Christianity of the
many half-pagan priests of the period.
Even before the final and formal acceptance of Chris-
tianity by die Polish rulers, its tenets had been introduced
into the country from Bohemia, and, through the Russian
principalities, even from Constantinople. Also it is more
than probable that in the district of Cracow, which from
the end of the nindi century belonged to die Duchy of
Grand Moravia, Christianity had already gained ground.
It is not impossible, therefore, that the fallof this Duchy
saw a bishopric established at Cracow. The works
of recent Polish historians would seem to demonstrate
diat Cyril and Metodc, the great Slav apostles, visited and
made converts among the Poles, and in support of this
contention it is claimed that die early Polish Catholics
used the Skv ritual introduced by these missionaries.
However, their influence was never fully established, ajad
when, Mieszko descended into the waters of baptism the
priests who supported him on either hand were probably
Bohemian.
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